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A display of 22 award-winning 
biomedical images went on display 
last month, winners of the Wellcome 
Image Awards for 2008. The 
exhibition recognises scientists who 
have created stunning and beautiful 
images as part of their own research 
but made them available for public 
use through the Wellcome Library’s 
image repository, Wellcome Images.
The images have been selected 
by a panel including the science 
broadcaster Vivienne Parry, 
neuroscientist Beau Lotto, physician 
and media presenter Alice Roberts 
and Rachel Dickens, deputy editor 
of the BBC’s Focus magazine.
It was very hard deciding on 
the winning images, says Parry, 
“because we had to consider 
their scientific content, the skills 
needed to make them and also how 
good they were at making science 
accessible.”
The top image shown right, 
was created by James Sharpe 
at the Human Genetics Unit in 
Edinburgh. “There was what we 
ended up calling an imaging gap 
for larger objects,” he said. This 
winning image of a mouse embryo 
showed how he overcame the 
problem of depicting features of the 
embryo without the need to create 
microscope sections.
To accomplish such a leap in 
imaging, Sharpe says he “had to 
start playing around in the lab with a 
new actual technology.”
The result is that scientists 
are now able to capture images 
of large biological specimens in 
unprecedented, three-dimensional 
detail.
Spike Walker, the photographer 
of the second image, below right, 
has been taking biomedical images 
for most of his life. He has a degree 
in zoology and initially went into 
teaching before pursuing a sideline 
in freelance photomicrographs full-
time in the 1980s. The image shows 
crystals of dehydroxyascorbic acid, 
the oxidised form of vitamin C.
The full set of winning images 
will be on display at the Wellcome 
Collection, 183 Euston Road, 
London NW1 2BE, until this summer.
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Special winners: (Top) A new technique of optical projection tomography reveals internal 
structures of a mouse embryo without the need to create sections. (Photo: James Clarke/
MRC Human Genetics Unit.) (Bottom) A light microscope dark-field image of dehydroxy-
ascorbic acid, the oxidised form of vitamin C. (Photo: M.I. Walker.)
